Streamlined Environmental Assessment (EA) Writing Template
3/9/2023
The streamlined environmental assessment writing template has been created for use for projects that have one build alternative and for which the potential for environmental resource impacts is limited. Consult with your FHWA Pennsylvania Division Environmental Specialist to determine if the use of this template is appropriate for your project.
Incorporation by reference of technical studies is encouraged when using this template. According to the Council on Environmental Quality regulations, agencies can incorporate by reference analyses and information from existing documents into an EA, provided the material has been appropriately cited and described, and the materials are reasonably available for review by interested parties (40 CFR § 1501.12).
Notes to Preparers:
· Use this template only for projects with one build alternative. If an EA is evaluating more than one build alternative, elements of this streamlined writing template may still be used; however, it is anticipated additional elements not captured in this streamlined EA template may be required. 
· Remove blue text. This text is included as a reference for users of the EA template.
· Replace areas/words highlighted in gray with project specific information.
· Refer to PennDOT Publication 10B, Post-TIP NEPA Procedures (DM-1B) for additional details on what to include in each section of the streamlined EA.
· This template is meant to be flexible and used as a guide. Users may adapt the template to their specific project in consultation with your FHWA Pennsylvania Division Environmental Specialist and PennDOT Central Office Environmental Policy and Development Division. 
· Figures and exhibits are encouraged while staying within the 75-page limit, not including cover or title page, table of contents, executive summary, and appendices, as stated in 40 CFR § 1501.5(f).
· The content of a NEPA document should be understandable to all readers. Use plain language. Tell the story of the decision-making process. Where jargon or technical terminology must be used, it should be defined in common, easily readable terms.
· Contact your FHWA Pennsylvania Division Environmental Specialist for any questions regarding the use of this template. 
· The template begins on the next page.


ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT /
DRAFT INDIVIDUAL SECTION 4(F) EVALUATION [NOTE: only include if there is an Individual Section 4(f) Evaluation]
for the
SR XXXX SECTION XXX,
PROJECT NAME

State Route XXXX Section XXX
XXXXX County, Pennsylvania

MPMS #XXXXX

Prepared by:
US Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration
and
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
Engineering District X-0
Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(c)
and, as applicable:
Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands; Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management; Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice; and 49 U.S.C. Section 303(c) – Section 4(f)
Add or remove legal references as applicable. 

Approved by: _______________________________ Date: _______________
XXXXX X. XXXXX, Director of Planning, Environment, and Finance
Federal Highway Administration, Pennsylvania Division

The following persons can be contacted for information regarding this project:

XXXXXX XXXXXX, Title, PennDOT District X, District Address, Telephone, Email

XXXXX XXXXXX, Environmental Protection Specialist, US Department of Transportation (USDOT); Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) – Pennsylvania Division, 30 North Third Street, Suite 700, Harrisburg, PA 17101; Telephone: (717) 221-XXXX; email XXXXXX@dot.gov


[bookmark: _Toc120024460][bookmark: _Toc120544023][bookmark: _Toc125112122][bookmark: _Toc125112143]General Information about This Document
What’s in this document:
[bookmark: Text67]The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) have prepared this environmental assessment (EA) which examines the potential environmental impacts of the alternative(s) being considered for the proposed project located in enter project location. FHWA is the lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The document tells you why the project is being proposed, what alternatives we have considered for the project, how the existing environment could be affected by the project, and the proposed avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures.
What you should do:
· Please read this document.
· [bookmark: _Hlk61527058][bookmark: Text2][bookmark: _Hlk61527083][bookmark: Text3]Additional copies of this document and the related technical studies are available for review at enter the district office and/or public institution, such as a library, community center, school, etc., where the document can be viewed and provide addresses for all locations. This document and related technical studies may be downloaded at the following website: enter web page address.
· [bookmark: _Hlk61527366][bookmark: Text4]NOTE: Include as applicable: Attend the public hearing. Enter date and location of hearing if known. 
· NOTE: Include as applicable: You may request that a public hearing be held by contacting the PennDOT Project Manager Enter contact name and contact info.
· [bookmark: _Hlk61527414]We would like to hear what you think. If you have any comments about this environmental assessment, please attend the enter type of meeting and/or send your written comments via postal mail, email, or through the project website to PennDOT by the deadline.
· [bookmark: Text30]Send comments via postal mail to:
Enter contact name and address
· [bookmark: Text31]Send comments via email to: Enter email.
· Send comments via the project website: Enter web address.
· [bookmark: Text32]Be sure to send comments by the deadline: Enter due date.
What happens next:
After comments are received from the public and reviewing agencies, FHWA may give environmental approval to the proposed project, this would be in the form of a finding of no significant impact (FONSI); or request additional environmental studies in the form of an environmental impact statement (EIS). PennDOT will still need to obtain the permits required for the project. If the project is given environmental approval and funding is obtained, PennDOT could design and construct the project.
Alternative Formats:
[bookmark: Text33]The project documents can be made available in alternative languages or formats if requested. If you need translation/interpretation services or have special needs or have special concerns that require individual attention, please contact: Enter PennDOT contact name and contact info. 
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1. [bookmark: _Toc125112123]Proposed Project
a. [bookmark: _Toc125112124]Introduction/Description of the Proposed Action
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), District X-0, in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing the State Route (SR) XXXX Section XXX, Project Name located in XXXX County to project purpose (abbreviated). See Figure 1, Project Location Map. 
Describe the location, length, termini, access control, proposed improvements (including improvements for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit), etc. The description should specifically describe the proposed alternative. Clearly labeled figures and diagrams of the project location should be included to better illustrate the project.
b. [bookmark: _Toc125112125]Project Background and Setting
Briefly summarize the history of the project, including early planning stages, agency involvement, and a brief account of public or agency meetings. If the proposed project is part of a larger corridor project, this should be discussed briefly with a description of how the proposed project fits into the larger, overall corridor.  
Describe the project area context/setting.
c. [bookmark: _Toc125112126]Purpose and Need
Insert your project’s approved purpose and statement of needs. Summarize the fact-based information supporting the needs and incorporate by reference a stand alone needs technical memo if one exists.
2. [bookmark: _Toc125112127]Alternatives
The streamlined EA does not need to evaluate in detail all reasonable alternatives for the project. At a minimum, the no-build alternative should be summarized here along with the proposed alternative. Alternatives considered and dismissed as part of previous study may also be summarized in this section. As a reminder this streamlined EA should only be used for projects that have one build alternative. Start this section with a summary paragraph like the one below:
This section will discuss the alternatives investigated to address the project’s purpose and need. The no-build alternative, the alternatives considered but dismissed, and the proposed alternative are discussed below.
Beginning in chapter 3, this document will only compare the proposed alternative and no-build alternative.
a. [bookmark: _Toc125112128]No Build Alternative
Discuss what the transportation facility would be like in the future without the proposed changes including design year data.  
b. [bookmark: _Toc125112129]Alternatives Considered but Dismissed
Limit this discussion to a brief overview of the other alternatives considered and the reasons they were dismissed. If applicable, include a reference to where a more detailed discussion of the alternatives dismissed can be found in the supporting project file. 
c. [bookmark: _Toc125112130]Proposed Alternative 
Description of the proposed alternative, why it was chosen, and how it meets the purpose and addresses the need(s). Include a description of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit improvements that may be a part of the proposed alternative. 
i. [bookmark: _Toc125112131]Funding Plan and Project Schedule
Include information that shows the proposed alternative is fiscally constrained. For the proposed alternative to be fiscally constrained, the next phase of the project must be programmed on the current TIP and there should be a reasonable expectation that funds will be available for subsequent phases as documented in the LRTP. Include the programmed amounts for final design, right-of-way, utilities, and construction and identify that the project is included on the TIP or LRTP. Identify the funding entity. 
[bookmark: _Toc125112144]Table 1: Project Funding and Fiscal Constraint
	Project Funding and Fiscal Constraint

	MPMS
	Final Design $
	Right-of-Way $
	Utilities $
	Construction $
	TIP/LRTP

	
	
	
	
	
	Year



[bookmark: _Toc125112145]Table 2. Funding Entity 
	Federal %
	State %
	Local %
	Other %

	
	
	
	



The project schedule is partially dependent on funding availability as discussed above. Figure X shows elements of the proposed project schedule and the estimated time to complete each task. 
Include a graphic/timeline of the proposed schedule including task and duration (in months). Note that the schedule is subject to change.
3. [bookmark: _Toc125112132][bookmark: _Hlk120007104]Environmental Resources, Impacts and Mitigation
In accordance with 23 U.S.C. § 139, the environmental review process for this project has been documented as a streamlined EA. EAs are to be completed within one year (40 CFR § 1501.10(b)(1)), and a streamlined EA is a tool to help accomplish this. This document focuses on only those resources or features that apply to the project. This allows for study and discussion of resources present in the study area, rather than expend effort on resources that were either not present or not impacted. Although not all resources are discussed in the EA, they were considered during the planning process and are documented in the streamlined resource summary, shown in appendix A. 
The following table shows the resources considered during the environmental review for this project. The first column with a check indicates the resource is not present in the study area. The second column with a check indicates the resource is present in the study area. The third column indicates the resource is present, but not impacted. The fourth column with a check means the impact to or the proximity of the resource warrants more discussion in this document. All listed resources have been reviewed and are included in the streamlined resource summary, shown in appendix A. The streamlined resource summary includes information about the resources, the method used to evaluate them, and documentation completed.  


[bookmark: _Toc125112146][bookmark: _Hlk120006034]Table 3: Resources Considered
Note that each resource may have more than one check.
	Resource
	Not Present
	Present
	No Impact
	Detailed Discussion

	Natural Environment

	Wetlands
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Streams, Rivers, and Other Surface Waters
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Wild and Scenic Rivers
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Floodplains
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Coastal Zones
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Threatened and Endangered Species
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Vegetation and Wildlife
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	National Natural Landmarks
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Wildlife Sanctuaries
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Wilderness, Natural, and Wild Areas
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Public Lands (Parks, Recreation Areas, State Game Lands, Section 6(f), etc.)
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Groundwater Resources
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Unique Geological Features
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Agricultural Resources
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Hazardous or Residual Waste
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Air Quality and Climate Change
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Noise
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Energy
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Socioeconomic

	Land Use 
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Community Cohesion
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Community Facilities and Services
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Community Economics
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Environmental Justice and Title VI
	☐	☐	☐	☒
	Right-of-Way and Displacements
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Cultural

	Above-Ground Resources
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Archaeological Resources
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Other

	Visual/Aesthetics
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Section 4(f) Resources
	☐	☐	☐	☐
	Stafford Act Properties
	☐	☐	☐	☐


Start this section with the standard paragraph below, which reiterates the streamlined EA process:
a. [bookmark: _Toc89772991][bookmark: _Toc125112133]Resource Topics Warranting Detailed Discussion
This section will describe the existing socioeconomic, cultural, natural, and any other resources in the project study area that will be affected by the proposed alternative.  The resources with a check in the fourth column on table 1 are discussed below.  
i. [bookmark: _Toc125112134]Resource Area 1 (replace with resource name)
Include brief methodology, existing conditions, impacts, and minimization/mitigation for each resource. Include as many resources as deemed to require discussion.
ii. Environmental Justice (EJ) and Title VI
All projects must include a discussion of whether EJ populations are present and, if present, determine if the project will induce disproportionately high and adverse impacts to EJ populations. The amount of discussion in this section will be dependent on the impacts. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc125112135]Section 4(f) (if applicable)
Summarize the Section 4(f) resources, uses, and mitigation measures. Include the individual 4(f) evaluation or PennDOT/FHWA Division Office Section 4(f)/Section 2002 forms in an appendix.
5. [bookmark: _Toc125112136]Secondary Impacts 
Begin this section with the definition of secondary impacts, such as in the paragraph below. Prepare this section in consultation with PennDOT Central Office Environmental Policy and Development Division.
Secondary impacts, also sometimes referred to as indirect effects, are defined as those that are caused by a project, but unlike direct effects, occur later in time or are farther removed in distance. These effects are often called “but for” actions, because they would not or could not occur “but for” the implementation of the project (40 CFR § 1508.1).
6. [bookmark: _Toc125112137]Cumulative Effects
Begin this section with the definition of cumulative effects, such as in the paragraph below. Prepare this section in consultation with PennDOT Central Office Environmental Policy and Development Division.
Cumulative effects include “the impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative effects can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time” (40 CFR § 1508.1).
7. [bookmark: _Toc125112138]Public Involvement and Agency Coordination
Summarize the coordination undertaken with agencies and the public throughout the course of the project development process to date including the use of and sharing of information through the project website (if applicable). In addition, describe any commitments for future public involvement and agency coordination anticipated to occur during final design and construction.
a. [bookmark: _Toc125112139]Public Involvement
b. [bookmark: _Toc125112140]Agency Coordination

8. [bookmark: _Toc125112141]Environmental Commitments and Mitigation Summary
Use a table to summarize the mitigation commitments identified in section 3 (Environmental Resources, Impacts and Mitigation) and section 7 (Public Involvement and Agency Coordination). Alternatively, a mitigation summary table could be in an appendix if preferred, or if needed based on page limitations. 
Use the standard mitigation commitment templates in ECMS as you are preparing the mitigation commitments.
This section summarizes the mitigation commitments identified in section 3. These mitigation commitments will be documented in PennDOT’s Environmental Commitment and Mitigation Tracking System (ECMTS) to ensure that they are carried forward throughout the project design and construction. 
[bookmark: _Toc125112147]Table X: Environmental Commitments and Mitigation
	Resource
	Proposed Alternative Effect/Impact
	Commitment

	Streams
	4,600 linear feet
	Stream mitigation is proposed in two locations within the project area that total approximately 1,010 linear feet. These mitigation areas will consist of stream bank benching, J-hooks, step pools and riparian plantings.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


9. [bookmark: _Toc89772988][bookmark: _Toc125112142]Permits, Approvals and Final Design Activities
Summarize any additional studies, approvals, or permits that are required for the project. The gray highlighted text contained within the table below is an example.
All studies, permits, and approvals noted in the tables below will be completed in final design prior to construction. Final design is anticipated to begin in YEAR and be completed in YEAR. Construction is anticipated to begin in YEAR and be completed in YEAR. These dates are subject to change. 



[bookmark: _Toc125112148]Table X: Final Design Activities
	Resource
	Final Design Activity

	Hazardous and residual waste site
	Phase III Environmental Site Assessment

	Wetlands and streams
	Section 404/Chapter 105 Waterway Permit to be submitted and approved by PADEP

	Noise
	Final Design Noise Study and public input on potential noise walls

	Archaeology
	Data Recovery Excavation (Phase III)





Appendix A. Streamlined Resource Summary
The gray highlighted text contained within the table below is an example.
	
	Natural Environment

	
	Wetlands

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Resource is not in the study area

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	Field delineation 

	
	
	Documentation:
	Aquatic Resource Delineation Report, available in the project’s technical file

	
	Streams, Rivers, and Other Surface Waters

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Resource is discussed in Section 3 Environmental Resources...

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	Field delineation

	
	
	Documentation:
	Aquatic Resource Delineation Report, available in the project’s technical file

	
	Wild and Scenic Rivers 

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Resource is not in the study area

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	Desktop evaluation

	
	
	Documentation:
	Approved Scoping Field View Form (insert web link)

	
	Floodplains 

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Coastal Zones

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Threatened and Endangered Species

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Vegetation and Wildlife

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	National Natural Landmarks

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Wildlife Sanctuaries

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Wilderness, Natural, and Wild Areas

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Public Lands (Parks, Recreation Areas, State Game Lands, Section 6(f), etc.)

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Groundwater Resources

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Unique Geological Features

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Agricultural Resources

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Hazardous or Residual Waste

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Air Quality and Climate Change

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Noise

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Energy

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Socioeconomic

	
	Land Use

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Community Cohesion

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Community Facilities and Services

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Community Economics

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Environmental Justice and Title VI

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Right-of-Way and Displacements

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Cultural

	
	Above-Ground Resources

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Archaeological Resources

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Other

	
	Visual/Aesthetics

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	

	
	Section 4(f) Resources

	
	
	Evaluation:
	Choose an item

	
	
	Method of Evaluation:
	

	
	
	Documentation:
	



2

